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CITY OF DUNFERMLINE

(LOCUM SEPULTURZA REGIUM SCOTORUM.)



JHE

ROYAL JOMBS at DUNFERMLINE

In our paper of 25th May we* inserted a letter ¢ime‘Royal Scottish
Cemetery at Dunfermline,” by M. G. Surenne, F.S.S.ASince then,
several of our contemporaries have published astfaam the papers on
‘the Royal Tombs at Dunfermline,” by Dr E. Hendersof St Helens.
As the subject is one of great historical, as wsllocal interest, we give
the following from the fullest account we can finrom a perusal it will
be seen that it is now nearly 300 years since tbgaRTombs at
Dunfermline were destroyed, and that hitherto,iti@d has been in error
when pointing out the site of theOCUM SEPULTURZAE REGIUM’ of

history.

‘Within the hallowed walls of Dunfermline Abbeyere interred the
mortal remains of eight Kings, five Queens, sixnPes, and two
Princesses of Scotland. Their once magnificentotoimave long since
disappeared, not a vestige of them remains to pmihtthe site of the
ancient original “LOCUM SEPULTURA REGIUM.” Tradmn from
time immorial, has pointed to a spot, now under fther of the north
transept of the present modern church, as being Stcred ground”
where the royal remains were depositedhy does tradition point to this
place? Probably because there lay here — uncouvatédhe year 1818 —
six extraordinary large flat gravestones, arrangetivo parallel rows;
and as it was long the popular belief that thereewanly six kings
interred in the Abbey, very likely at some remogeipd an inference was
drawn that thesethe sixkings’ and thus in process of time tradition
would pint to these stones in this placéasg the undoubted OCUM
SEPULTURZA REGIUM.’

* Scotsman

T These large stone were placed here between #rs $@50 and 1560. Probably
they indicate the last resting-place of Abbots,0biErles, Baronyis, or other grete
personygis,” who had in their life times given lardonations, and bequeathed gifts of
land to the Abbey. In 1807, the learned antiquarthe late Sir John G. Dalyell,
searched this spot for royal remains. In 1842HDthoroughly convinced Sir John
that no royal remains were ever deposited here.



But never did tradition commit a more serious erréior ages tradition
has been pointing to this spot as the royal byate, all the while
tradition has been pointing tonayth for the royal tombs were nbere,
the site of thancientLOCUM SEPULTURA REGIUM'was not in this
place — it was before the altars in the Church ked Holy Trinity.
Previous to 1250 thisaditionary siteof the royal tombsvas entirely in
the open aiyat some distance from this church and its altars.

In the year 1834 the writer was in Dunfermline, amel carefully
examined the traditionary site of the royal toménsg compared it with
several important but hitherto over-looked factsorded in history.
After mature consideration, he came to the conatusthat this
traditionary sitehad no connection with the royal bury-placnd also
that there must have be&mo distinct places of royal sepulture, at two
different periods of timewithin the walls of the Abbey. The first series
of royal interments, commencing with Margaret ir©30were deposited
before theALTARS of the Church of ‘THE HOLY TRINITY, and that
the second series, beginning with Alexander 111285, were deposited
in the new eastern church, finished in 1250.

The writer thinks he will place this beyond disg and also show that
the ancient Church of ‘the Holy Trinity’ still exsin the western edifice
of Norman architecture, now known as the ‘auld kigkad consequently,
that in front of its altars was the sacred locasigfected by Malcolm the
Third and Margaret his Queen, as the ‘LOCUM SEPURH
REGIUM'’ for Scotland.

The church at Dunfermline was founded by Malcdlm(Canmore)
about the year 1075. Being a Culdean establishriemés dedicated to
‘The Holy Trinity,” and was likewise ordained to ltiee future place of
royal sepulture for Scotland. This old church™he Holy Trinity’ had a
leasttwo altars viz. - THE HIGH ALTAR, and THE ALTAR OF THE
HOLY CROSS. These two altars, and these two amlg, all we find
mentioned in ancient deeds, charters, or otheoriisl records, as being
in this church. Before ‘THE HIGH ALTAR’ of THIS CHRCH were
interred, Edgar in 1107, Malcolm Canmore, exhume@iyaemouth and
deposited here about 1115, Alexander I, in 1124;idD§ in 1153 and
Malcolm 1V, in 1165; and before ‘THE ALTARE OF THHOLY
CROSS’ were interred, Margaret, Queen of Malcolnmr@are, in 1093,
and her three sons, Princes Edward, Etholrade, &ugdl, in 1093, 1094,
an 1105 respectively. These are well ascertairsads,f resting on
undoubted authority. This church of ‘The Holy Ttyhwas raised to the
dignity of an abbey by David I, and was consecratedl 50.

The year 1250 introduces us to an entirely newirethe history of the
Church at Dunfermline. In 1250 a splendid new churnn pointed
gothic, with lantern tower, transepts, and ‘ladyseg’ was built to the



eastend of the Church of “The Holy Trinity,” formingang with it, an
Immense ecclesiastical pile, stretching in lengthmf east to west 276
feet. In 1250, the name, ‘Holy Trinity,” as appli¢o the old western
portion became extinct. The old church of the \H®Finity' this year
became a noble vestibule to the then new buildntep to it on the east,
and from this period to the year 1560 was call&tie’ Vestibulg
sometimes The outer Churcli and sometimesThe Navg as by the
force of circumstances it had actually become. fib&e eastern edifice
was very frequently called the ‘Qwere’ (choir), asdmetimes ‘The
Psaltery,” and the united buildings were known hye oname viz.
‘Dunfermline Abbacie.” In 1250 the old church dfhie Holy Trinity,’
now become theuter church or navewas dismantled of its religious
furniture, and the crosses, altars, images, andsrelere transferred to
the new building, where the daily service were n@erformed,
accompanied by a powerful organ, supposed to haen lihe first
introduced into public worship in Scotland. Andtimis same year (1250)
A NEW HIGH ALTAR was erected in the new easternfiedj in ‘Supra
Choir.” It was before this second site, this n@eand High Altar, in the
choir of the EASTERN CHURCH, that the Earls, Barddgrgesses, &c.
of the kingdom swore fealty to Edward |, on 22ntyy 1P90. It was to
the south and west of this new second High Altaenehthe remains of
Alexander Ill were deposited in 1285, and neah®mtame second High
Altar the remains of Elizabeth, Queen of Robertdgtuwere interred in
1327, and in the year 1329, directly in front oé hkLTAR, in ‘Medio
Chori,” were deposited the remains of the immofhtalo of glorious
memory, KING ROBERT THE BRUCE The pulpit of the present
modern church stands nearly on the site os#eonchigh altar. Hitherto
historians have made sad blunders when descrilinagrayal tombs;
hitherto, they have always spoken of one high altdy, and thus making
it appear as if the whole of the royal remains weeposited before or
around the same altar on the same site. Henceaidriveerefore, let it be
known, that Dunfermline Church had TWO HIGH ALTARST TWO
DIFFERENCT PERIODS, and on TWO DISTINCT and DISTANT
SITES, viz.- From 1075 to 1250 the high altar waghie Church of THE
HOLY TRINITY ;" and from 1250 to 1560, the second high altar imabe
New Church on the east finished in 1250.

Since the discovery of the remains of King Rolbee Bruce on 17th
February, 1818, the site of the second high alaribeen placed beyond
the possibility of a doubt. Fordun, in the Scoatoh xiii. 13, says, that
King Robert Bruce ‘was interred at the monastnbaohfermline,in the
middle of the chojrwith due honout and again, in Scotichron, xiii. 20,
&c. we find that King Robert was magnificently inted under the high
altar of the church at Dunfermline; and Barbour saydié® ‘in a fayr



tumb intil the quer.” Therefore, the precise spbere King Robert lies
being known, it will be evident from the fore-goitigat this spot where
he lies is in the MIDDLE OF THE CHOIR, under or bef the HIGH
ALTAR. As before noted, the site of the preserpjpuKing Robert lies
a few feet to the west of it. Previous to 1818¢heas a raised place at
this spot, a kind of dais with a few steps in frenthe second high altar
stood on it. Since the site of the second highr &las been determined by
the tomb of Bruce, discovered in 1817, let us n@tednine the sites of
THE OLD OR FIRST HIGH ALTAR, and ALTAR OF THE HOLY
CROSS, in the Church of ;THE HOLY TRINITY, It isvident, in the
first place, we must settle beyond dispute THE StfEhis church of
‘THE HOLY TRIITY.” The following historical factsare well known,
but have never before been brought to bear onubstigpn, ‘Where was
the site of the Church of the Holy Trinity at Dunfdine?’”  The
following historical facts are well known, but hawever before been
brought to bear on the question. ‘Where was ttgeadithe Church of the
Holy Trinity at Dunfermline? The following proofsill shew, and for
ever set at rest, that the Church of the Holy Tyirat Dunfermline,
founded about 1075, the place of original sepulchmyalty, still exists,
and is the same building now calléiche Auld Kirk.’

PROOFS — SHEWING THAT THE ORIGINAL ‘CHURCH OF THE
HOLY TRINITY" is IDENTICAL WITH THE ‘AULD KIRK," &c .

Proof 1st, That the western part of Dunfermifgbey, now called
‘The Auld Kirk,’ is the original church of ‘The HglTrinity,” the place of
royal sepulture froma.D. 1093 to 1250:-

Take a walk round this fine old building — loakits splendid western
door, massive walls, semicircular arches, spirall amgzag circular
columns, lofty vaulting, &c. — in what age did suglstyle of architecture
prevail? Its style is Norman; and we learn frastdry that the Norman
style of building was first introduced into Scottashortly after the
conguest in the year 1066, and that such a stgeaged comparatively
for a short time only; that in 1140 it was entirdigused, and superseded
by the light elegant Gothic. It is known beyond dikpute, that the
building at Dunfermline commonly called ‘The Auldirk’ is of
NORMAN ARCHITECTURE; hence, it must hae been erédietween
the years 1066 and 1140; - we find no Norman eyestifounded in
Scotland after 1140, ‘The Auld Kirk’ is thereforieet original church of
‘The Holy Trinity,” founded by Malcolm Ill and Maaget, his queen,
about the year 1075, and in which we must seek ‘Li@CUM
SEPULTURA REGIUM, or place of royal sepulture, frol093 to
1250.



Proof 2nd, That the western part of Dunfermlidsbey, now called
‘The Auld Kirk,’ is the original church of ‘The HglTrinity,” the place of
royal sepulture from 1093 to 1250:-

As formerly noticed, the Church of “The Holy fiity’ at Dunfermline
was consecrated in the year 1150; also, that irD 12%plendid new
church was built to its walls on the east, theadibuilding, forming an
Immense edifice, was called ‘Dunfermline Abbeyn 1249-50, Robert
of Keldeleth, Abbot of Dunfermline, applied to Popaocent IV, for
permission taonsecrate the new churcihe Pope refused the Abbot’s
request — mark well what follows — because the whlls of the
consecrated church of ‘THE HOLY TRINITY’ wertill standing and
had been made tin and unite with the new churchon the east
therefore the Pope did not think it necessary thateastern addition
should be consecrated. From this little incidestice we learn, I, That
the Church of ‘The Holy Trinity’ at Dunfermline wasa existence in
1250; 2nd, that it has begmnedto and made tanite with the walls of
the new church then built on the east of it. Naew,find that this Church
of ‘The Holy Trinity; was standing in 1250, formintgje western portion
of Dunfermline Abbey. This Church of ‘The Hollyifity’ was Norman
in its architecture — and as no Norman churcheg ¥emded in Scotland
for a hundred years prior to 1250, it is evideiatt tinis Norman church is
the same Church of ‘The Holy Trinity’ built abouD75. This old
building has long been called ‘The auld Kirk,” arglnow serving a
second time as a vestibule, outer church or naveetanodern church of
1818 on the east. The original Church of ‘The Hbtnity; is therefore
identical with ‘the Auld Kirk’ of the present dagnd, consequently, it is
in this auld kirk that we must look for the origind OCUM
SEPULTURZ REGILUM’ from 1093 to 1250.

Proof 3rd, That the western part of Dunfermlidebey, now called
‘The Auld Kirk,’ is the original church of ‘The HwglTrinity,; the place of
royal sepulture from 1093 to 1250:-

Both Fordun and Winton give full particulars ‘dfe translation of St
Margaretin 1250. In this year Margaret, queen of Malcd@anmore,
was canonized, and it was resolved that ‘hir precioemains’ be
exhumed and deposited ‘in amore honourable placeéhe then newly
erected edifice The remains of St Margaret were accordingly exéd
from the spotbefore theALTAR of the ‘Holy Cross,’ in the church of
‘THE HOLY TRINITY,” where they had lain for 157 yes and taken to
the deposited in a splendid tomb in the ‘Ladye &islf the then new
eastern church. The plinth stones of this tomisali¢o be seen (now) in
the open air east end of the present church. Tplegé stones indicate
the site of St Margaret'secondresting place — they shew where her
remains were TAKEN TO, but no historian venturestate where they



were TAKENFROM, or in other words, they have failed to paat the
SITE OF HER FIRST RESING-PLACE This will appear the more
astonishing when we find both Fordun and Wintonacarefining the
very spot! The following has hitherto been enyirelverlooked in
connection with thérst andsecondgraves of St Margaret: - Fordun, Vol.
2nd p.83, and Tytler, in the 2d vol. of his HistarfyScotland pp.375-6,
says, ‘The body of St Margaret WAS REMOVED with rhuc
ecclesiastical pomp FROM THE OUTER CHURCH WHERE SHES
ORIGINALLY INTERRED, to the choir near the High At The
procession of priests and abbots, who carried theiqus load on their
shoulders moved along to the sounds of the orgahtlam melodious
songs of the choir, singing in parts.” Here weédve name ‘OUTER
CHURCH," (which implies that the eastern part wdse tINNER
CHURCH.) and, as previously mentioned, the old chuof the Holy
Trinity’ became, and was used as an ‘OUTERURCH'’ or vestibule to
the new edifice adjoining on the east, when itpsned in 1250. Hence,
St Margaret was exhumed amdKEN from THE OUTER CHURCH,
which has been shown to be ‘the Auld Kirk’ of thegent day; and as the
principal altars were usually situated near théezasend of churches, it
Is evident that the site of St Margaret's first tbmvas somewhere near
theeast endf theauld kirk.*

Proof 4th, That the western part of Dunfermlineb&¥, now called
‘the Auld Kirk,” is the original church of ‘the HplTrinity’ — the place of
royal sepulture:-

Winton, in noticing ‘the translation of St Margg’ makes use of a
word which at one shows that the outer church etifio is the opposite
of the bene of Winton; or in other wordsbene as used by Winton,
signifies INNER — THE INNER CHURCH. Speaking okitag up the
body of St Margaret ‘the haly queene.’ Winton irs IOrygynale
Cronykil of Scotland, vol. | page 380, say:-

‘Hyr cors thai tuk wp, and baeeNE.’

To understand ‘bene.’ Let us take up a positiear the east end of the
‘Auld Kirk,” and we will at once see how naturalld Winton speaks,
whilst defining this locality viz. - They took tH@ody out of the grave in
the ‘AULD KIRK, and carried itBENE through the ‘gwere’ of the new
building of 1250 —through the new quitkand deposited it in the lady
aisle at the east end. The new church of 1250wdar the most elegant
portion of the edifice. BENE, or ben, is a vergrsficant homely scotch
word, and means the best apartment of the hoBs@- is a secondary or
inferior apartment to a Bene. Margaret was takaot-BUT,’ she was

*Note at the end



taken BENE tathe best placeor as Forum expresses it, ‘to a situation
contiguous to the High Altar, esteemed the nsastred and honourable
where the solemn services were now daily performékhe words of
Winton and Fordun may be joined together and maasxplain without a
contradiction: - viz. they took the body of St Margt from the OUTER
CHURCH (or auld Kirk), where she was originallyented, and BARE
HER BENE through th@ew choir to her new grave in the lady aisle, as
shown in Proof 3rd.

The word BENE,” or Ben used by Winton, comes to our aid in refuting
the traditionary site of the royal tombs, in the north transepttlod
present new church, viz. - If we stand the auld kirk' (the outer
church,) and look eastward, in the directiontb&‘old traditionary site of
the royal tombs of course we will look Ben — that is, theaditionary
site is ben; now, had St Margaret’s original grdbeen ben at this
traditionary place, Winton would never have said she was télkesnfor
this place idenalready from the outer church. But Winton says sias
taken ben’ and of course taken ben pdhts placeon her way to her
second place of sepulture thé Lady aislé

This is another convincing proof that ‘Auld Kiik the original church
of ‘THE HOLY TRINITY, the place of Royal Sepulturedm 1093 to
1250, and that tradition has been in error in pogto ‘the traditionary
place’ as the site of the early royal tombs.

Proof 5th, That the western part of Dunfermifgbey, now called
‘THE AULD KIRK," is the original Church of the ‘THEHOLY
TRINITY,’ the place of Royal Sepulture, from 10981250:-

At the commencement of this paper notice was tafahe traditional
site of the royal tombs under the large flat stane$he north transept of
the present modern church, and that it had no atimmewhatever with
the place of Royal sepulture. This will becomedewt, after reading and
considering the following:-

As previously noticed, the plinth stones of thecond tomb of St
Margaret are still to be seen (now in the open airfhe east end of the
present church.*

* This spot marks the site of “the Ladye Ayle’ iBupra majus altare,’ i.e. the Lady
aisle above the great or High Altar. On the ugpeth stone are eight slight circular
hollows. The same ‘vague tradition’ which has angl pointed to the six large flat
gravestones in the north transept of the presamtchhas being the place of the royal
tombs, comes to this stone and informs us thatetlesular indentations mark the
place whereon candlesticks stood with their waktigwhich were kept continually
burning on this tomb! We must again reject thiadttion,” and point out the origin
of these eight circles. The origin is very simplz,. — they are merely the marks of
the base of eight columns — of ‘eight slender shaftshapely stone’ — which once
supported he shrine erected over this once cetbtamb. ‘Tradition’ is also wrong
with respect to ‘candlesticks.” The Abbey chartansl deeds never make mention of
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Margaret was taken from her first tomb, before &KeTAR of THE
HOLY CROSS, in the Church of THE HOLY TRINITY, ardkposited
in this spot, let us measure the distance frometsemnes of St Margaret's
tomb to ‘the traditional royal burial place undéetfloor of the north
transept of the present church,’ the distance lavieem will be found
to be 58 feet, which is the distance St Margaraild/de carried by ‘the
procession’ at her translation (on the suppositian the traditional site is
correct) which we will shew it is not; for on thecaasion of the
translation’ of St Margaret ‘a gret companye’ cagated and took part
in ‘the great companye’ congregated and took pafthe procession of
the translation,” and as has already been notice®dof 3d). Speaking
of the multitude assembled to take part in thestetion, Winton says —

‘The Thryd Alysaundyr bodyly

Thare wes wyth a gret companye

Of Eryls, Byschapys, and Barounys,

And mony famous persownys;

Of Swynt Andrewys there wes be name
The Byshope Davy of Barnhame

Robert of Kyldeleth syne
That Abbot wes of Dunfermlyn,’&e¢

Wint. Cron. Scot. Vol. 1. p.380.

This ‘gret companye’ went along, keeping stephwiite sounds of the
organ, and the melodious songs of the choir, sghginparts — all this
implies that St Margaret was carried a considerdisiance; and also that

candle-sticks, but merely lights, not kept burrorg but ‘before the shrine of th&t
blessed Margaret,” &c. This same ‘indefatigabbedition’ is active in another place
not far distant, and we fear is in error a thirddiviz.- ‘tradition’ says, that the site of
the thorn tree in the centre of the north churctiyaarks the grave of the mother of
Sir William Wallace. This is a “pleasing idea, tblmias no other support than this
‘vague tradition.” And when we find ‘tradition’ Mlang over these sacred precincts,
making so many serious errors, we must be cautiousceiving what it says here,
even although it may be ‘old and pleasing.” Wieaincline to think that the thorn
tree in the north churchyard is merely the siteDainfermline ‘Sepulchral,” or
‘Weeping Cross.” Such crosses were quite commdéoréde¢he Reformation in 1560;
at this period they were all wept away, and thes@d tree,” or Gospel thorn,’
planted on their site. In the olden time, persohgmark were never buried in
‘northern churchyards,’ — that is, at the BACK bétchurch — such was set aside ‘for
the very poor and the unknown; hence we cannawaburselves to think that the
renowned Wallace would bury his mother | such aelalf buried in Dunfermline,
we may rest assured that her remains lie in ‘arot@ble place,” with ‘the great and
good,” within the Haly-Fane.’

T In this procession we find King Alexander Iliperson, along with seven Bishops,
seven Earls, sixteen Barons, and other ‘famouspgss
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some considerable length of time was occupied ia tmposing
ceremony. How could this have been done in tloet Sipace of 58 feet?
How could a great multitude walk in procession &edp step with the
measured notes of the organ and songs of the ah@rspace or distance
of 58 feet? It is altogether impossible; moreowveris likewise as
impossible to conceive ounderstandTHE OUTER CHURCH’ of
Fordun, orthe ‘BENE’ OF WINTON, FROM THIS TRADITIONARY
PLACE, AS SHOWN IN LAST Proothis traditionary site is not borne
out by these words. Therefore, let tmgditionary spotbe henceforth
and for ever rejectedas being the original ‘LOCUM SEPULTURAE
REGIUM.’ Or Royal Burial Place. Let us leathas traditional placeand
proceed to the ‘Auld Kirk,, THE OUTER CHURCHrom any part of
which, to the plinth stone of St Margaret’s tomistez the session-house,
will give a distance amplsufficientfor ‘a gret companye’ walking in
procession in steps ‘to the sounds of the organsamgis of the choir.’
This will again be alluded to after we fix the sieSt Margaret’s original
gravebefore THE RWDE ALTAR.’ In the meantime, enough has been
said to show that ‘theraditionary sité near had any connection with the
royal burial place, and that it is in thauld Kirk’ the original church of
‘THE HOLY TRINITY,” where we will find the ‘LOCUM
SEPULTUREZAE REGIUM’ from 1093 to 1250.

Proof 6th, That the western part of Dunfermifgbey, now called
‘THE AULD KIRK’ is the original church of THE HOLYTRINITY, is
the place of Royal Sepulture from 1093 to 1250: -

In September, 1849, whilst some digging andirspaere being made
in the floor pavement of the’ THE AULD KIRK," nedne ‘EAST END,’
in the vicinity of the Graditorium or OIld Altar $is, at the ornamental
columns before alluded to, two remarkable stonérsofvere found; one
contained a prepared leathern skin or shroud, whawh been wrapped
round the body in mummy fashion, laced on the lyreasd closely
stitched with a strong thong on the back from teeknto the heels, and
along the soles of the feet; within were foundftagments of a bone and
a little hair of a dark colour; the other stonefeptontained large and
undecayed bones. These stone coffins were foutiteimery locality we
have pointed out in ‘the proofs,” viz — in “THE AWULKIRK, at its
EASTERNEND; and it is evident from what Winton says — thpot,
where the coffins were found, was in front of théaAof the Holy Cross
— (The Rwde Awtrei.e. the Rood Altar), and no doubt they contained the
remains of Princes Edward and Ethelrede, sons ¢dd¥ta and Margaret,
who were interred near their mother, in frontto$ altar. This is another
convincing and satisfactory proof of this placenigeihe site or locality of
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the original LOCUM SEPULTURAE REGIUM. W.inton, speaking of
Malcolm, Margaret, Edward, and Ethelrede, says:-

Be-for the Rwde Awtare, wyth honoure,
SCHOwas layd in haly sepulture,
Thare hyre Lord was laid alsua,
Edward the fyrst, and Ethelrede.
Win. Cron. Scot. Vol. Il pp.271-2.

‘PROOFS’ indisputably show, that the old ‘CHURCH OHE HOLY
TRINITY’ at Dunfermline is still in existence, and identical with the
auld kirK of the present day.

Thatin this church, in front of its HIGH and ROOD ALTARS, wHse
original LOCUM SEPULTURZAE REGIUM of Scotland from 93 to
1250; andthat ‘the traditionary sité (now in the north transept of the
present church,) has no connection whatever with glace of royal
sepulture. These facts being established, letows proceed to fix the
sites of theHIGH and ROOD ALTARS in this old church betweexiD. 1075
and 1250 and consequently the original LOCUM SEPURFEV
REGIUM OF HISTORY.

"THE HIGH, or ‘GRATE ALTAR.’

The site of the High, oGrat€ Altar, (perhaps without exception,) was
always near the extreme eastern part of the chuhenefore there is
every reason to conclude that theginal HIGH or ‘Grate Altar stood
near the eastern end of this old church, somewheae the junction of
the old and new churches, near the present casitednce, just before
stepping into the new building — say about 20 &t from the top of the
flight of long stone steps by which we ascend frivea pavement of the
old to the new church, at the east end. These sit@ps are on the site of
the old GRADITORIUM; these steps were in front afd led up to the
old HIGH or ‘Graté ALTAR. Therefore, at the EAST END of THE
AULD KIRK about 20 feet east from the top of thel @RADITORIUM,
stood the old HIGH or ‘Grate’ ALTAR of the CHURCHFOTHE HOLY
TRINITY at Dunfermline.

‘THE ALTAR OF THE HOLY CROSS.’

The Holy Cross Altar (Sanctee Crucis), sometinigs the hold
historians called ‘The Rwde Awatare,” or Rood Altafrhe site of this
Altar is open to conjecture; yet not withstanding tiink its position may
be determined with considerable accuracy. BEFG&RE) FRONT of
this Altar, “St Margaret’ was originally interred November of 1093; it
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Is therefore of great importance that the sitéhefAltar of the Holy Cross
be distinctly shown. The site of the Holy Crossligtinctly shown. The
site of this Altar is open to conjecture, we mygpr@ach the discussion
of its probable site with caution, and carefullygkeany historical record
which either directly or indirectly may bear upometsubject. The
attention of the reader is therefore solicitedhi® following observations:

In ancient times, ‘in the days of the abbaybkeé south aisle of the
present ‘auld kirk’ was called “THE ROOD AISLE,” drkirk’ was called
‘THE ROOD AISLE, and immediately above it was ‘THROOD
LAFT; we therefore think it extremely probableathhe Rood Altar was
situated on this, ‘THE ROOide of the church, near the eastern
termination of ‘THE ROOD AISLE,for the following reasons, viz.:-
Fordun, in noticing the interment of King Edgar 1607, says, ‘Edgar
was buried in the Church of Dunfermlinggforethe GREAT or HIGH
ALTAR, near hisFATHER, MALCOLM, (vide Fordun, v. 35.) From
this it is quite evident that Edgar was burleeforethe High Altar, and
Malcolm [ll, not exactlybefore it, but nearly so. Winton says that
Malcolm was interrebefore ‘the Rwdéwatare. Compare these two
statements — Malcolm Ill was interretkar the front of ‘THE HIGH
ALTAR,” and before‘'THE ROOD ALTAR; this evidently shows that
these two altars were in very cloggoximity — so much so, that
Malcolm’s tomb may be said to have stoodriont of bothaltars. The
tomb of Malcolm, therefore, appears to have staeat the right angle of
the lines joining these two altars. Such pointwaers to a spot near the
south zig-zagcolumn a little to the south of the middle d¢he old
Graditorium steps Suppose this spot to have been the site of Malso
tomb —nearly before the High Altathen thisspotwas alsdoefore‘the
Rood Altar” which shows that ‘theRood Altar’ or Altar of the Holy
Cross stood in theRood Aisle between the southern zig-zag aidin
column where Margaret was undoubtedly originally intdrre

Now let us test these two spots, viaVlalcolm’s tomb standing a few
feet north-west of theouth zig-zag columrandthe tomb of Margaret,
between this zig-zag colunmamd theplain oneon thewestof it. But how
can we, after such a lapse of tinestthese spots. Not a vestige of these
tombs have been seen for nedhHyee hundred yearsaand it is nowsix
hundred and six yearsince these altars were removed. Very fortunately
there is a circumstance connoted with ‘the tramsiabf St Margaret in
1250, which may be held astast and will be brought to bear this
locality presently. In the first place, it is egrt that the procession at
the translation of St Margargtin 1250 moved fromwest to east
therefore, if St Margaret’s original grave was neer plain column west
of the south zig-zag one is evident thatthe processionivould have to
go up theGraditorium, and pass theligh Altar on its way to the Ladye
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Aisle’ we have evidence that ‘the procession’ on its/wlad pass the
High Altar;’ this at once shows to a certainty that he oaggrave of St
Margaret was to thevestof the grave of Malcolm. Winton informs us,
that when the chest containing St Margaret’s remaas being carried
by the procession, thepproached ‘the tomb of Malcolm, near the front
of the High Altar when * a fayr mirakil was sengeviz. the chestturned
so heavy that it had to be set down. ‘Amid thewdwfonderment,’ it was
suggested by a bystander that the bones of heahdddalcolm should
be also exhumed. Acting on this suggestion,

‘Thai twk wp the bodie
Of hyr Lord that lay thair-by
And bare it bene until the gwere,’
Wint. Oryg. Chron. V.i.p.383.

Without farther obstruction! Of course we hawthmg to do with the
fayr mirakil;’ but in connection with it, it is evident thah# translation
procession,” on its way fromvest to east, approached the tomb of
Malcolm before the High Altarfrom thence it proceedeelastward it
went on bene until the qweteto ‘the Lady Aisle’ in ‘Supra Magus
Chora,” and in its way would, as a matter of coursgeep pastthe
traditionary site’ of the royal tombs — thus again showing that this
‘traditionary site’ had never any connection with the place of royal
sepulture.

Recapitulating, and carefully considering theg® historical records,
we come to the following conclusions, viz., - IBhat shortly after ‘the
translation procession’ had been in motion on itgyweastward it
approached the tomb of Malcolm Ill standing neanlyfront of the High
Altar, which clearly shows that the tomb of Malcolm wagsheeastof St
Margaret’s original place of interment. 2nd, That tomb of Malcolm
being thuseastof St Margaret's first gravehe High Altarwasalso east
and as Malcolm’s tomb wasearlyin front of theHigh Altar, and that of
St Margaret beforehe Rood Altar,it is obvious also, that the site of the
High Altar was to theeastof, ‘the Rood Altat And 3rd, As before
noticed, Fordun records that Malcolm was interredrly in front of the
High Altar,” and according to Winton, before ‘the Rood Altdience
the sites of ‘the Altar of the Holy Cross, (or Roaltar,) in the original
church of the Holy Trinity at Dunfermline, stood onnear the sites we
have determined, viz. — THE HIGH ALTAR stood in thdreme eastern
part of ‘the Auld Kirk, a few feet eastward of thgiral columns (near the
middle entrance into the present modern churclg,that the ‘ALTAR
OF THE HOLY CROSSS'’ stood near the west andTtfe' Rood Aislé
probably near the south wall of the kirk, betwebée south zig-zag
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column and the plain one on the west. Near th&gnptolumn St
Margaret lay 157 years,* and also near this platuran, a few feet
north-east of it, stood the tomb of Malcolm. Tplain column isbefore
the High Altarsite; and ifthe Rood Altaistood near the south wall of the
church, between the columns just mentioned, thesitld also bdefore
the Rood Altar And as shown in ‘Proof 6th rear this plain columnin
1849, were discovered, in stone coffins, some feEgmof the remains of
Princes Edward and Ethelrede, sons of Malcolm aadyi&tet, who were
interred near their mother, before the ‘Rwde Awtateahis spot. Hence,
the originalLOCUM SEPULTURAE REGIUMf Scotland, fron1093 to
125Q was in the space between the spiral columns oredise and the
two plain columnson the west of the zig-zag ones, occupying a spéce
at least 35 feet from east to west, by 20 in brefokktween the columns),
in which space, previous to 1560, ‘stood in rons ¢&mceinte tombes of
royaltie.’

Let us apply anotheestto this spot-the original grave of St Margaret.
In ‘Proof 5th,” we discard the traditionary site thie royal tombs on the
north transept ahe new churchpartly because of the very short distance
of 58 feet intervening between it and St Margars€sond grave — being
a distance insufficient for a ‘grate companye’ wadkin procession with
measured step to tiseund of the organ and songs of the choir. Fram th
plain columnwest of the south zig-zag one — the spot near wBeére
Margaret was interred — to the plinth stones ofdemond tomb at the east
end of the session-house of the present moderrcltchtive distance is
185 feet — a distance amply sufficient for the tgraompanye’ taking
part in ‘the translation,’ as mentioned by Wintona—distance quite
sufficient for a large procession walking ben witleasured step to ‘the
sound of the organ, and the melodious songs ofchmér, singing in
parts,’ as recorded by Fordun — a distance sufifici®r a ‘grate
companye,’ of at least 200 persons walking tlateeast, as common in
religious processions of old.

All these recordedincidents and ests satisfactorily show that St
Margaret’s ‘first resting-place’ was in front ofetiRood Aisle, before the
Rood Altar, near the plain column, west of the Baig-zag one, east end
of ‘the auld Kirk' — which ‘east end is the origth ‘\LOCUM
SEPULTURA REGIUM, ordained by Malcolm Ill and Margt his
Queen, when ‘the auld Kirk’ was built in the nanféTthhe Holy Trinity’
in A.D. 1075.

* James VI appears to have specially veneratedpiit of ‘the auld kirk;’ here for
many years was his seat (or king’'s laft) in th&kkprevious to his ascending the
English — and hard by he built a royal vault fombkelf and family. His being so
partial to this spot probably arose from knowintpibe the site of the old Rood Altar,
and where the sainted Margaret was originally retr
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And as previously shown, this ‘auld Kirk’ because‘auter church’to
a new eastern edifice finished AD. 1250 - that in this new edifice a
NewHigh Altar was erected, the space before and around whicmisec
a SECOND SEPULTURZA REGIUM, for here were interrddxander
[Il on th south of this new High Altar — Robert tBeuce in front of it, in
the middle of the choir — and north-east of itz&lieth, Queen of Robert
Bruce, as already mentioned*

At the Reformation in 1560, Dunfermline Abbey atglshrine, tombs,
crosses, relics, and images, were destroyed andrdager part of the
buildings razed to the round. Lindsay in his Clele vol. 2d, p. 555,
says,

‘upon the 28th March 1560, the wholl lordis andrissthat war on thys
syde of Forthe, passed to Stirling, and be the kesy doun the Abbey of
Dunfermling.” ‘The lordis and barnis’ were armedlwa general order
or warrant which in ‘their mistaken zeal' they appdaithfully to have

done ‘their taske til ye leter,’ viz.-

“To our traist friendis, - Traist friendis, aftaraist harty commendation,
we praye you to fail not to pass incontinent to Kk of Dunfermline
and tak doun the hail imagis thereof, and bringntierth to the kirkyard,
and burn them openly, an sicklyk cast doun theialend purge the kirk
of all kynd of monumentis of idolatrye. And this yail not to do as ye
will do us singulare emplesair, and so commitis y@uhe protection of
God. (Signed) ‘AR, ARGYTKE,

JAMES STEWART.

RUTHVEN.’

‘Fail not, bot ye tak guid heyd that neither thelda windocks nor durris
be ony wayis hurt or broken, either glassin warkam wark.’

* During the existence of this new edifice ‘ a greatany altairs and chapils ware
erectit intil it, alsa manye relicks an imagis, @otarlis, ware adid for the aduratione
of the faythfil.
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The following is a tabular view of the royal eninents in Dunfermline
Abbey:-

KINGS.
Duncanll ............ 1095 David | ................... 1153
Edgar................. 1107 Malcolm IV .............. 1165
Malcolm Ill......... 1109 Alexander lll ............ 1285
Alexander | ......... 1124 Robert Bruce ............ 1329
QUEENS.
Margaret ............ 1093 Elizabeth ................. 1327
Isaabella ............ 1120 Annabella ................ 1403
Margaret ............. 1274
PRINCES.
Edward ............. 1093 Alexander ................ 1280
Ethelrade ........... 1105 David .......cccviiinn. 1280
Edmond ............ 1099 Robert ..................... 1602
PRINCESSES
Christina ............ 1356 Matildas .................. 1366

For these royal intermentsjde Fordun, Barbour, Boece, Winton,
Haile’s Annals of Scotland, Abercrombie’s Mart. t&cSaxon Chron.,
Chron. Melros., Chron. De Lanercost, Hay's Sacrati8c Carte de
Dunf., &c. &c.

Several of the above royal interments are resmbid history, without
specifying the exact place, or before which altarsuch cases the sites
are left to conjecture. But we may safely concltio&t the following
royal remains were deposited at the east end ef Ahld Kirk’ in the
vicinity of the ornamental columns, viz. — DUNCANEDGAR,
MALCOLM 11l ALEXANDER | DAVID | and MALCOLM IV with
QUEENS MARGARET, consort of MALCOLM lIII, ISABELLAQueen
of Alexander I. MARGARET, Queen of Alexander llisal Princes
EDWARD, ETHELRADE, EDMOND, andROBERT, these were all
interred in the church of ‘the Holy Trinity,” whichas been shown to be
‘the Auld Kirk;" and in the New Eastern Church, ope in 1250, lie
interred ALEXANDER 1ll.  ROBERT the BRUCE; with Qgas
ELIZABETH, consort of Robert Bruce, and ANNABELL, u®en of
Robert 11l as already shown.
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Besides the royal interments, Dunfermline hakdaping the ashes of
men who were ‘great in their generation and memeoown.” The
following ae few of the most conspicuous, viz.-

Several Abbots and other celebrated Functiosaiehe Abbey; also,
Malcolm Earl of Fife; Andrew Bishop of Caithnesdiet Earl and
Countess of Athol; Thomas Randolph; Earl of Mot (great Randolph
of Bannockburn renown, he lies not far from St Maeg's tomb); Robert
Duke of Albany, Governor of Scotland; Robert Hewrys ‘poet and
schoolmaster of Dunfermline;’ Robert Pitcairn, &tary of State; David
Ferguson, (Dunfermline’s first Protestant ministeYyilliam Schaw,
‘Maister of the Wark’ (to the Abbey); Elizabeth Vdéaw, authoress of
the celebrated poem, ‘Hardy Canute;’ Rev. RalprkiBes Re. Thomas
Gillespie, &c. Well may the City of Dunfermline Ipeoud of having the
ashes of so many of the great and good in keeping.

IN CONCLUSION, it may be remarked that the AbbéyDoinfermline,
after its destruction on 28th March 1560. lay longuin. The western
part, which seems to have entirely escaped the Wilg of ‘the
Reformers’ in 1560, was repaired and fitted up #&r@estant place of
worship about 1562, and again in 1598-1603, by 3akiewhen it
underwent extensive repairs. In 1816 this old chuwas so
uncomfortable and ill adapted for worship, thavas determined to have
a new building erected on the east, as had beea biefiore in 1250. A
new church was accordingly founded in 1818, andneg@efor public
worship in the end of 1821, which bears no resendaglato its
magnificent predecessor; and as already noticke, Auld Kirk’ the
original church of ‘the Holy Trinity has since 1821 been serving a
second time as avuter churchor naveto asecondeastern edifice.

At a comparatively small cost a neat column miggnerected at the east
end of the Old Church, on the steps of its and@mditorium, with an
inscription telling the visitor that here and arduhis sacred spot was the
original ‘LOCUM SEPULTURAE REGIUMfrom 1093 to 1250, and that
here were interred the following Kings, Queens, &c.; and directly in
front of the pulpit of the new church another columdicating that here
and around this spot was the SECOND ‘LOCUM SEPULAER
REGIUM’ FOR 1250 TO 1560, AND HERE WERE INTERRED &C
&C. If this was done we would hear no more ungded reflections
about the royal tombs: Dunfermline would in futloe exonerated from
blame and apparent apathy respecting them, andsaheed building
would command the proper respect and reverenceshefpassing

traveler.
SISO I>L>
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